Sermon Title: The Truth Is 1 fMarcﬁing On
Sermon Text: ?ﬁi@qvians 1:12-18

John Bunyan’s preaching was so popular and powerful, and so

unacceptable to leader in the seventeenth-century Church of England,

that he was jai[éc( in order to silence him.

Refusing to be silent, he began to preach in the jail courtyard. He not only
had a large audience qf prisoners but also hundreds qf the citizens o
GBed:ﬁ)rd' and the surrounding area would come to the prison d'ai[:y a

stand outside to hear him eagpoum( Scripture.

He was silenced verbally by being placed deep inside the jail and forbidden
to preach at all. Yet in that silence, he spoke loudest of all and to more

eqp[é than he could have imagined.

During that time that he wrote The Pilgrim’s Progress, the great

Christian classic that has ministered the gos]ae[ to millions tﬁrougﬁout the




world. For several centuries, it was the most widely read and translates
book in the world after the Bible. Bunyan’s opponents were able to stop his

preaching for a few years, but they were not able to stop his ministry.

Instead, they provided opportunity for it to be extended from deep within
a jail in the small town of Bedford to the ends of the earth and the exact

same thing took Jo(ace with the qpost&z }mutf

Because ever since he was chosen to preach the gospel, his enemies
attempted to shut him down, and shut him up, but they quickly learnea
you cannot stop the work of god and you cannot stop the word of god. In
other words, it will be preached and proclaimed despite the agenda and the

attack qf the enemy.









The ’1-[1’gﬁ Priest Discovered:
You Don’t Mess With The ‘Messenger

You Don’t Mess With The ‘Message




King Herod Discovered:

You Don’t Mess With The ‘Messenger

You Don’t Mess With The ‘Message







The Exorcist Discovered:
You Don’t Mess With The ‘Messenger

You Don’t Mess With The ‘Message

It 1Is Precious

It s Priceless




It Is ‘.Powerﬁtf

By the time he wrote Philippians, he had experienced serious hardships o
every sort. When he wrote this epistle, he was a prisoner in Rome. He hao
long desired to preach in that great city, having only an few year earlier

written unto the church there.




T herefore, paul rejoiced because of the ministry toswhich the lord
called him and the fruit that was produced even thou he was on lock down.

Paul was an man who had gotten use to the conﬁ’nement qf a jm’( ceil,

In fact his words remind us that goc( can turn our tears into te[éscqpes
our miseries into milestones and our burdens into blessings. This morning,
1 want you to know that no matter what the church may face the truth

will continue to march on and there’s notﬁing the enemy can do about it

For the scripture says, upon this rock 1 will build my church and the gates
of hell will not prevail against it, which means despite the trials, troubles,
and tribulation the gospel will be preach unto the ends of the earth a

aul mentions that here in our text. Paul says in...




9. Paul’s Chains: 12-14

”»

During this time, the apostle paul was in an deep, dark, and depressing
prison and yet he rejoiced because desipte what had happened unto him
the gospel had been heard and herald among the people.




By the way, paul was not in prison for something he had done wrong but
or something he had done right, reminding us that sometimes bad things
happen to good people, especailly those who have given their lives to the
ministry of the lord, which was the case here and notice paul did not

question the lord.

The related verb was used gf an eagplbrer or qf an army advance team
hacking an path through dense trees and underbrush, moving aheaq
s(ow@ and with considerable gﬁ'brt but demonic resistance is inherent too

that sort of progress, and no one knew that better than the apostle.




In fact he was present when they stoned stephen for preaching another
gospel, the same gospel that has now imprisoned paul; his contemporaires
had become his adversaries; he explained to the church of corinth that
although “an wide door for effective service has opened to me, there were
many who opposed him.

He encouraged timothy: remember jesus christ, risen from the dead,
anddescendant of David, according to my gospel for which 1 suffer
hardship even to imprisonment as a criminal; but the word of god is not

im'prisonedt




The attitude of the apostle paul was amazing. Because anyone else wouls
have complained about their situation but not the apostle paul, he rejoiceq

because he knew that all things work together for the good.

11 Corinthians: 4:8-11; we are troubled on every side but not distressed we

are yev:p[exec( but not in d'e.fpair we are yersecuted' but not ﬁrsaﬁen cast




down but not destroyed, always bearing about in the body the dying
the lord fesus that the [ife also of jesus may be made manifest in our body.

Paul said:

Paul did not deny that he was in an undesirable place, but he understoo

that there was an unseen purpose; and, the purpose was far, far bigger

than him.

n fact, if 1 could say it this way: Paul understood that it wasn't about
his problems, predicaments, or persecution; it was about the proclamation

and progress qf the gogpeﬁ

Next, paul focused on two very important achievements in his ministry,
the progress of the gospel outside the church, and the progress of the gospe
within the church. First, he rejoiced that his imprisonment for the cause

qf christ had become known throughout the ya(ace. Notice verse...




The word bonds speak of a chain or a rope. the term came to be used o
any forced restriction or confinement, in particular that of a prisoner.
During the time he wrote philippians, paul mentioned “wearing this chain

or the sake of the hope of Israel”, and in ephesians he spoke of being “an

ambassador in chains”,

The chain was not removed from the prisoner as long as he was in custody,
making both escape and privacy impossible. Although the apostle was
allowed to live in private quarters, he was chained in that manner to a

series qf soldiers for a yerioc( qf two years.




Over those years, its possible that several dozen different soldiers were
assigned to guard Paul, each one becoming his captive audience. If they
were not already aware of it, those soldiers soon came to realize that this
amazing man was not imprisoned for committing a crime but for

reaching the gospel.

By the way, some scholars believe verse thirteen references the praetorian
guard who were composed of some ten thousand handpicked soldiers. It
been established by Caesar Augustus, who was emperor at the time

Jesus’ birth.

fventua[@ tﬁey became so yower:ﬁt( that tﬂey were considered “king-




makers,” who not only protected but also chose the emyerors.‘f he results

Paul’s stay in Rome were predictable. In addition to hearing his preaching
and teaching, the soldiers also experienced firsthand his graciousness, his
remarkable patience and perseverance in great affliction, his wisdom, his

deep convictions, his genuineness, his humility, and his genuine love a

concern for them.




Paul Turned His Obstacle Into An Opportunity

Listen, no one every side preaching and promoting the gospel would be
easy. Even the lord said in this world you will have persecution but be o

good cheer 1 have overcome the world.

The participation of the ministry and the preaching of the message is not
easy, but that does not give us the excuse to retreat; we must take every
obstacle as an opportunity to preach the gospel, knowing they who are

outside the church are fust as fmportant as tﬁey who are inside the church.



71. Paul’s Critics: 14-18

1 love this verse because it reminds us that we are always setting a example,




and were either going to be a stepping stone or a stumE(ing block. Pau
was an stepping stone, because notice his attitude toward adversity made

others more bold, T} ﬁey began to yreacﬁ the gogpe( without fear.

The perserverance qf yau( not on@ was winning converts outside the
church but strengtﬁening and encouraging believers inside the church. His
courage and faithfulness, during his confinement caused other to be more

trusting and more courageous, speaking the truth without fear. 1 believe

one trait that’s missing in the believer is the trait called boldness.




Listen to me, if we do not rise up and speak now there is going to come a

c(ay when we will not be allowed to gpeak' and in some y[aces that c(ay has

a(readfy come.

1 am not asking the church to start a fight, but 1 am asking the church
not to go down without one. It was paul who said 1 have fough the gooa

ight, 1 have finished the course, 1 have kept the faith, henceforth, there is
laid up for me a crown of righteousness that the righteous judge shall give

me but not too me on@ but unto all them that love his appearing. Pau




Where are the warriors this morning? Where are they who will show up,
stand up, and speak up, despite the evil that surrounds them? Where are
they, who like the three hebrew will stand up when others have bowed down

even though it meant they would be cast into the fire?
ug Y

Where are they, who like david stepped up and fought the giant because
he had direspected the name of the lord? Where are the warriors who will

be brave and bold, speaking the truth in an postmodern world.




Listen to me fust because sometﬁing is Big and Eeauﬂ:ﬁt( does not mean
the lord is Ekssing it., You need to be extra carefu[ who you are [istening
to in this day and time or you to will be lead astray. God give us men ana

women who are brave and bold who will speak the truth, when others want.




There are two sets of people, there are those who preach the out of gooa
will, and then there are those who preach out of ill will. The scripture says
there were some during this time who were preaching with an heart of envy

and strife.

In other words, there were some who were jealous of the apostle paul ana
used their platform too promote their ministry. Listen, 1 believe there are

many who are in the yu{jait who should not be.

Why? Because they have made the ministry about them when it should be
about him, they may have the right message but they have the wrong
motive, the problem was not what they preached it was why they preached.




1t is wishing others did not have what they have, and is closely related to
the word jealousy, which is wishing to have what someone else possesses ana
om the context, it seems [ikely that Paul’s detractors were both envious

and fealous qf the cgaostté.

T hey envied Paul’s giftedness, his blessings, his intellect, his effectiveness
in ministry, and especially, his being highly respected and beloved in the

church. T1 ﬁey considered him to be an threat to their own prominence in

the church.




What is our Juty? Sharing the go.fpe( with the world but that leads me to

ask the question are we sharing the good news? Are you sharing the go.fpe[?




At the end qf the c(ay that’s the ont:y thing that matters.

Fritz Kreisler (1875-1962), the world-famous violinist, earned a fortune
with his concerts and compositions, but he generously gave most of it away.
So, when he discovered an exquisite violin on one of his trips, he wasn’t

able to Euy it.

Later, having raised enough money to meet the asking price, he returne
to the seller, hoping to purchase that beautiful instrument. But to his

great c(ismay it had been sold to a collector.

Kreisler made his way to the new owner’s home and qjj‘éred' to Euy the
violin. The collector said it had become his ]orizec( possession and he woulc

not sell it




Keenly disappointed, Kreisler was about to leave when he had an idea.

“Could 1 y(ay the instrument once more ngbre it is consigned' to silence?”

he asked.

Permission was granted, and the great virtuoso filled the room with such
heart-moving music that the collector’s emotions were deeply stirred. “I
have no right to keep that to myself,” he exclaimed. “It’s yours, Mr.

Kreisler. Take it into the world, and let people hear it.” The gospel:




