Sermon Title: The Crook He Took

Sermon Text: Luke 23:32-43
Introduction

At the Place qf the Skull as the sEy became dull,

The Savior at last was impaled;

The thief at His side began to deride,
And joined with the throngs as he railed.

When the sign at His head the passersby read
“The Savior and King of the Jews”
Their bitterness flowed as they danced in the road,

And wagged with their head, “It’s untrue.”

The anguish qf torture and loved ones’ déyarture

Increased in its misery untold;

Then Heaven recoiled while wicked hands toiled,
And the pangs of Hell got hold.



God put Him to grief for sinners’ relief,
And bruised Him with wrath from above;
He was smitten of God with the heaviest rod,

And there yroved' the d%ptﬁ qf His love.

They offered Him gall in the presence of all,
His senses while there to confuse;
But He turned His dear head as He suffered and bled
And died as the King of the Jews.

But its more than the Jews who need the Good News
That sins can be washed all away;
So, God put Him to grief for all our relief
When Jesus so suffered that day.

Background

9 want to take you on an trip this morning to an Jo[ace called caﬁ/ary where

the son qf god was slain for the sin qf the world but 1 must warn you the



trip were about to take is not fbr the weak at heart fbr the crumﬁ’xion 0
christ was an act qf sheer Erum(ity and barbarism such the world has never

seen.

T'm sure everyone here has seen the movie the passion qf christ and yet 1o
movie can describe what took y[ace that c(ay upon an skull sﬂqpec( hill calle
caﬁ/ary. For years there have been many who have studied the ]aﬁysica

aspect qf the cmcfﬁxion and 1 want to share them with you this morning.

£2lfter his trial tﬁey took him and scouraged him which means tﬁey tied him

to an yofe and used an leather strap with pieces qf bone and metal and strike

him ﬁ'om the bottom qf the neck to the back cf the knees.

T ﬁey would take turns striking him while the bone and metal rg’;gped' into
his ﬂ'esﬁ. All three men who were cmcified' that c(ay were scouraged but the

soliders put an robe on him that would have irritated his wounds.



During some point tﬁey would tear his robe qﬁc which would open the

wounds, The Efood:y sweat made his skin very sensitive which made every
stike more brutal and 5[boc(y.

The crucg’fixion was an slow death désigned' to i@f(ict as much pain a
agony as possiﬁ(e. Each victim would carry his own cross or at least his cross
fece across the back qf his neck and shoulders but that was not the case with

the lord.

He received ﬁe(p from an man Ey the name cf simon from cyrene because he
was too weak to carry to carry it. As tﬁey arrive at the y[ace qf crucg’fixion

tﬁey would be qﬁcered' sedation which our lord rgﬁtsed' and then thrown down
to the ground on their backs.

The crosspiece would be }m(&zd' under their shoulders and their arms naile

to it using tqpered' iron .fpilées ﬁve to seven inches long and about a ﬁa(f inch

S qum'e.




Each nail was drive through the wrist rather than the ya[ms S0 tﬁey coule
carry the ﬁt(( weight qf the Eoc(y. Next tﬁey were raised up and the crosspiece

was attached to the uyrigﬁt post.

Last their ﬁaet were nailed with one with the knees bent up so tﬁey coule
ush up and breathe. However the way the 50@ was position would make it

almost imyossiﬁﬁz to breathe.

In order to breathe tﬁey would have to ]au(( and yusﬁ themselves up which
caused the wounds on the back to rub yainﬁ[@ on the wood cf the cross. The
nails that were in both the wrist and féet would crush the nerves causing

relentless bolts qf pain throughout the Eo@.

As they struggled to push and pull up in order to breathe the weight on the
nails would cause so much pain they could not survive long. As death
approached the soldiers would take an spear and pierce through the chest
the victim causing water and blood to gush out which indicated they were
dead.




Even though tﬁey had died tﬁey would leave them on the cross so the birds
and dogs could devour the Eo@ but that was not the case with our lord, He
was taken down from the cross and buried in an tomb and on the third c(ay

he rose again.

It was worse way to die and yet our savior died this way so we may have
everlasting (ffe Isaiah the yrqpﬁet yrqpﬁesied' centuries b'gﬁ)re the crucg’fixion
of christ and said he would be despised and rejected of men, an man

sorrows and acquaintec( with grief and we hid our faces from him.

He was c&asyisec( and we esteemed him not, Sure(y he has borne our grief a
carried our sorrows yet we did esteem him striken smitten cf god' a
qff[ictec( but he was wounded for our transgressions and brusied fbr our

inicluites.

The chastisment qf our peace was upon him and Ey his stripes we are healed.
There once was an man who had the desire to teach. During those cfays when

you had an education greater than anyone else you could teach and one c(ay




an school hired this young man. On his ﬁrst c(ay he noticed most qf the
students were bigger than he was egpecia(@ an student Ey the name qf big
tom who was the Eu(@ qf the school house and so he knew ff he was going to

stay there he would need some rules.

For the ﬂrst assignment he decided he would let the class come up with the
rules. One young man stood up and said 1 don’t think anyone should (ie a

so the teacher wrote on the black board there will be no tfyin(g in our class.

Another young man stood up and said 1 don’t think anytﬁing should stea
and so the teacher wrote on the black board there will be no stealing in our

class.

Before the day was over there were ten rules on the blackboard. The teacher
told the class if were going to have these rules were going to need something
to enforce them with and that’s when big tom stood up and said teacher {
anyone breaks these rules they should receive ten stripes on their bear back.

Even though he did not want to put that on the blackboard he knew ff he




was going to stay there long he would need something to eqﬁ)rce these rules
with and so he wrote on the board anyone who breaks any qf these rules will

have ten stripes y(acec( upon his bear back.

A few dhys yassed' Ey and everyone was oEeying the rules but one c(ay big
tom came into the classroom and told the teacher someone had stolen his

lunch box.

The class looked everywﬁere but no one had his lunch. The teacher notice
an younyg Boy standing at the back qf the room. He was wearing an ragge

(acket and the teacher went up to him and asked him had he seen big toms
lunch.

The Eoy reached into his jacket and yu((ec( out big toms lunch and sat it on
top qf the desk. The teacher said you know the rules. Because you stole his

lunch you will receive ten stripes upon your bear back.



The Eoy began to cry and said teacher 1 dow't mind taking the stripes but
do not make me take my facket qjj"f The teacher said son you know the rules

You must receive ten stripes upon your bear back.

The boy started to cry even more and said 1 don’t care to take the stripes.
V[l take double stripes but please don’t make me take my jacket off. The
teacher said you know the rules and forced him to take the jacket off but
when the boy took his coat off he did not have an underclothes on.

His Eon was bear and he laid his naked Eo@ on the desk but as the teacher
raised the [imb to give him ten stripes upon his bear back big tom the Eu(@
qf the school came and ]ousﬁed' him qﬁ: the desk.

He rg’gped' his shirt qu and laid on the desk and said teacher wﬁg’p me. Hear

me when 1 tell you there was an c(ay when 1 should have bore my sin so 1

might have ﬁfe and have it more aEunc(ant@.



The scripture says he did not sin neither was guile ﬁnmd' in his mouth who
when he was reviled reviled not again when he sqﬁ"ered' he threatened not

but committed ﬁimse[f to him who judgeth rigﬁteous@

Who in his own seg: bore our sins in his own Eod:y on the tree that we who
are dead to sin should (ive unto rigﬁteousness Ey whose stripe you are healed.

In other words you and 1 have been saved By the stripes qf the savior.,

1 believe every time he took an stripe he was thinking about me and thinking
about you and 1 want to share that with you this morning. 1 want to share
with you an story about an man who was saved not by the skin of his teeth
but by the stripes of his savior. 1 want to share with you an story about an

crook he took. There were three crosses that c(ay:

There Was The Cross Of Rejection
Which Belonged To The Dying Sinner
There Was The Cross Of Reception
Which Belonged To The Dying Saint



There Was The Cross Of ﬁec(emytion

Which Belonged To The Dying Savior

There were three men who were cmciﬁad' that c(ay but 1 on@ want to talk
about two. Because tﬁey were at the right y[ace at the right time and as
tﬁey hung next to the on@ one who could save them tﬁey would make an

choice that would impact their eternal destination

And you have the same choice which means You can reject the truth a
gpend' eternity in hell or you can receive the truth and gpend' eternity in

heaven either way you will have to make an choice.

During his sermon on the mount the lord said one must strive to enter into
the straight gate for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to
destruction and many there be which find it but straight is the gate a
narrow is the way which leads to life and few there be that find it.




In other words you on(y have two choices you can choose the broad way or
the narrow way but you on(y have two choices and notice what the lord sai

about these choice.

He said one road would lead you into hell while the other road would [e
you into heaven but notice with me the words many and few because he sa
many would end up on the broad road while on@ few would end up on the

narrow road which means more yeqp(e are going to die and .gpend' eternity
in hell,

By the way the scripture says that hell hath enlarged ﬁerseﬁf and opene
her mouth without measure. ‘In other words the aEyss we call hell enlarges

everyc(ay with yeqp[é who refect the truth qf the gosye[.

There is not an more frightening statement made throughout the scripture
and yet the chances of you spending eternity in hell are greater than the
chances of you spending eternity in heaven and 1 believe that’s the reason

aul wrote the church at corinth and said behold now is the day of salvation.



Paul knew there was no better cfay to trust christ than the present and yet

there were so many who continued to reject the truth cf the gosye[ even

though tﬁey did not know what the ﬁwure holds and such is the case toc(ay.

There are many who have rejected the truth qf the gogpe( even though tﬁey
do not know what the future holds however that was not the case with the
man we are going to talk about this morning because he knew his future but

unlike the other man who rgfected' christ he received christ.

He went through the same exact thing that turned the other man bitter. He
suffered the same pain the same guilt and the same shame that made the
other man furious but he cried out lord remember me when you come into
your kingdom and the lord said unto him today you will be with me in

aradise.

He was nothing more than an crook but he was an crook the lord took a

9 want to share his story with you this morning because 1 believe he shows




us what takes y(ace when the guilt qf the sinner meets the grace qf the savior

and 9 want to share that story with you.

1. His Rebellion: 32-33

(v.32-33) there were also two other malefactors led with him to be put to
death and when they had come to the place which is called calvary there
they crucified him and the malefactors one on the right hand and the other
on the left. There is not a lot we know about these men other than what the

scriptures say about them and the scripture says tﬁey were:

Tl ﬁey Were Ma[éfactors!!!
Tl ﬁey Were Murderers))!

Tl ﬁey Were Mobsters!))

There are many scholars who believe tﬁey worked side Ey side with barabbas

d'uring the insurrection which was an yo(itica( revolt against the roman

government. The ancient historians state that barabbas headed one qf the



numerous insurrections against the roman power which were constant@
harassing the procurators, and giving untold trouble to the legionary troops

who was stationed around the region.

Duing this particular insurrection there were many who lost their lives a
many believe these two men who were crucified with the lord were apart of it
which was the reason they were being crucified. They were vile and vicious
and violent, T hey made the ms-13 look [ike an sunday school class and yet
they were at the right place at the right time.

T ﬁey were about to die and yet tﬁey were next to the one who said 1 am the
resurrection and the (ife he that believeth in me though he was dead yet shall
he live and whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die believeth thou

this,

1 love this, they had taken left but they were being crucified with the one
who came to give life and it does not get any better than that. By the way 1

agree tﬁey did not deserve the chance tﬁey had but neither did we and yet




the lord was gracious and mercifu[ and saved us when we were lost a
without christ, T} ﬁerefore we are able to say 1 am what 1 am because qf the

grace qf god even though we did not deserve it

Such was the case with these two men who were crucg’ﬁbd' with the lord, T ﬁey
did not deserve the grace qf god and the reason tﬁey did not deserve the grace
qf god was because tﬁey were:

They Were Thugs!!!
Tl ﬁey Were Theives)!!

They Were Terroist!l]
Y

By the way we are no different. Before we were saved we were guilty of the
same crime and deserving of the same judgment because we had sinne

against the one true goc(



And yet you say we are hot [ike these men but the scripture says you have
sinned and come short qf the glbry qf god which means there was an c(ay

you lived in sin and the soul that sins should die.

For the scripture says the wage cf sin is death. In other words because you
were born into sin you should die because qf sin which means you shoult
have been the one who ]aaid' the price that was ]am’c( on the cross Ey our savior

because there was an day when you rebelled against the word of god, the will
of god, and the way of god.

T ﬁerefbre [ike the tﬁeif on the cross you deserve the fudgment because you
have rebelled against him but the scripture does not stop there. T1 ﬁey were
not on(y rebels but tﬁey were also robbers which means tﬁey used violence in

order to steal from others but you say 1 have never stolen anytﬁing.

Let me ask you sometﬁing have you ever taken sometﬁing from someone
without te[[i’ng them with every intention to give it back but you didn’t, 1

so in the eyes qf the lord you are ho cﬁjj‘érent than someone who robs an bank




sim]o(y because you took something without asking them and you never gave
it back. When 1 was growing up my gmndfatﬁer would ]ourcﬁase gas during
the week and y[ace it in the garage.

It was when gas prices started soaring and so when there was gas in the
garage 1 would walk into the garage without asking and 1 would take it a

our it into my truck.

Even though 1 knew the gas was there for anyone who asked 1 never asked 1
fust walked into the garage and took it without asking and yet there are
some here who are Jaroﬁaﬁ@ thinking 1 am being too hard on myseﬁ'f

However the scripture teachers thou shalt not steal. Therefore in the eyes
the lord 1 was an theif because 1 took something without asking and many
here have done the same thing and because you have taken something that
did not belong to you you deserve the judgment of god but you say preacher
1 have been born again 1 do not rob the lord.




The scripture says that malachi the prophet wrote and asked the nation
why they had robbed the lord and they asked him when did we rob him a

he said unto them you have robbed the lord with your tithes and offerings
and because you have robbed the lord he has placed an curse on the entire

nation.

7 know you do not want to hear this but when you do not tithe you rob the
lord tﬁerefbre you are an tﬁeif and that’s not the gogpe[ according to feremy
that’s the go.fpe[ according to jesus.

By the way the lord still takes tithing seriously. The disciples had aske

eople to sell what they had and give it to the poor but there were two by the
name of ananias and sapphira who sold what they had but they only
brought part of what they sold unto the disciples.

In other words tﬁey (ied about their giving and because tﬁey (ted about what

tﬁey gave the scripture says tﬁey died in the presence qf the Joeqp(e and the
church fearec( the lord.




9 know this is not yqpu(ar yreacﬁing and 1 know you do not want to hear
about tithing but hear me when 1 tell you this morning the lord does not

condone any sin

T ﬁerefbre when you [ie about what you give to the work qf the lord you rob
the lord and deserve the same judgment that was suﬁ%red Ey ananias a
scyqpﬁim but the scripture does not stop there.

T ﬁey were not on@ rebels and robbers tﬁey were also radicals which means
tﬁey had shed innocent blood. @eﬁrre You say you never murdered anyone

you must déﬁne the word murderer.

The word murderer means someone died because qf you but you say you
have never murdered anyone but that’s where you are wrong. The scripture

says we are the reason he died upon the cross.

Galatians 3:13: christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law being made

an curse for us for it is written cursed is every one that ﬁangetﬁ upon a tree.




11 Corinthians 5:21: for he that made him to be sin who knew no sin so that

we migﬁt become the m’gﬁteousnes qf goc( in him.

Galatians 4:4-5: when the fullness of time was come god sent forth his son,
made of woman, made under the law to redeem them that were under the
law, that we might receive the adopt of sons.

He Paid An Debt He Did Not Owe
For Those Who Owed An Debt T} ﬁey Could Not Pay

71. ‘His ’Rgvenmnce: 39-42

(v.39-42) and one of the malefactor which were hanged railed on him saying
if thou be christ save yourself and us but the other rebuked him saying do
you not fear god seeing thou art in the same condemnation and we indee

fustly for we receive the due reward of our deeds: but this man hath done
nothing amiss and he said unto the lord remember me when you come into

your kingdom.



The story qf the penitent tﬁiq" is one qf the many irondes that took y[hce at
the cross. During this time the lord was mocked because he could not save

ﬁimseg" and yet he saved others Eynot saving ﬁimse{f

He was accused By the rulers qf israel qf c(m’ming to be an Eing which woulc
make him an threat to the authorities qf rome. He was also accused

E(agpﬁemy against god By those who E(agpﬁemed' him the true god.

As a result he was executed Ey the gui&y turning fustice on its head. He was

cursed by his enemies, who hated him but cursed in an greater way by his
g Yy by

ather who loved him.

The one who gives life and is life died that those who are dead might receive
[ife one being the theif who hung next to him on the cross. Even though he
had rebuked and refected christ at the beginning the lord opened his heart
and gave him eteranl life but have you ever stopped and asked what made
the theif repent? He repented because




A. Because He Was The Sinless One: 41

While the other tﬁeif was rebuking the lord this tﬁeﬁf gpok'e up and rebuke

him saying do you not fear the lord seeing you are about to receive the same
unishment? You and 1 deserve the ]aunisﬁment we are about to receive but

this man had done nothing wrong.

The word used amiss was an musical term that gpolée cf the ﬁarmony
between the fatﬁer and the son. He walked in yeg‘éct ﬁarmony with the
ather and the their recongized that while he was on the cross. He recoghize

that he was blameless and harmless ngore men and Eefore god.

Luke 23:14: you have brought this man unto me as one who perverts the
eople and 1 have examined him before you and 1 have found no fault in

him concering those things you have accused him qf



Hebrews 4:15: for we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with
the féeﬁng cf our inﬂrmities but was in all ways temytec( [ike we were but

without sin.

B.Because He Was The Sovereign One: 42a

£2lfter he rebuke the their he turned his attention towards the savior who ha
done notﬁing wrong and said unto him lord rememeber me when you come

into your Eing. 1 want you to notice the ﬁ’rst word the word lord,

No one else called him lord that c(ay other than this tﬁefﬁ The reason he
called him lord was because he recongized him as the sovereign son qf g0
and knew that he would rule and reign as both the lion and the lamb.

He recongized him as the king qf kings and lord qf lord. He is an examy[é 0
the true convert who confesses his guilt and absolute .f;airitua[ Eanﬁru]otcy.
He recognizes he has nothing to qjj‘ér god nothing to commend ﬁimse’[f to

him.



He knew he needs mercy and grace to escape fudgment and be fbrgiven. So
he Joléad} with the lord host to remember him when he comes into his

kingdom.

7 know a lot cf ]oeqp[e who will call him savior but tﬁey will not call him lor
but you will never come to know the lord until you are willing to surrender

and submit unto the [orc(sﬁg’p qf christ,

By the way because he was the sovereign one he had the power and autﬁority
to save ﬁimse[f from the cross. T1 ﬁey asked him to come down from the cross
but there was one man he rgﬁised' to save and that was ﬁimse[f but not

because he could not save ﬁimse[f but because he would not save ﬂimse[ﬁ

He knew saving himself would have brought judgment on the human race
the same human race he came to save. Therefore he willingly and voluntarily
laid down his life but praise god he had the power to take it up again a

because he [ives we shall (ive also. The theif was saved because he confess with




his the lord jesus and believed in his heart that god could raise him from the
dead,

C. Because He Was The Saving One: 42b

The tﬁeg’f cried out lord remember me when thou comest into tﬁy Eingdbm.
The word remember was used in the imyewﬁct tense which means it was a

continuous action.

In other words the theif kept repeating on the cross remember me, remember
me, remember me when you come into your kingdom. The phrase remember

me was an yléa for mercy.

During the finals moments of his life he pleaded with the son of the most
high to show mercy rather than judgment. 1 believe he heard the savior cry
out from the cross father forgive them for they know not what they are doing
and he thought to himself just maybe he would forgive him too.



T ﬁerefbre he cried and cried and cried and ask the son qf god to save him
or he knew he was the on@ one who could and 1 love the response from the
savior veri@ 1 say unto you toc(ay you shall be with me in yarad?se which

leads me to my ﬁna[ point.

11.  His Redemption: 43
(v.43) and the lord said unto him verily 1 say unto thee today shalt thou be

with me in yamc(ise.

The word veri(y has been said to mean tru@ and that’s not an wrong
interpretation but there sometﬁing about the word veri@ that is qften

overlooked.

It is on@ one or two words that are transliterated to be the same word in
very langauge. The first word is hallelujah and the other is amen. Those two
words are translated the same in any language which means the word veri@

is the word amen.




In other words fesus said amen when the tﬁief was saved and hear me when

7 tell you this morning the c(ay you were saved the savior qf the worl
shouted amen.

The thief was saved because he saw the sinless one, he saw the sovereign one
and he saw the savior one. 1 love this when the lord saved the lord said unto

him todhy you will be with me in yamd'ise.

The word paradise was used three time thru the scripture and spoke of eden
once and heaven twice. When the lord said unto the theif today thou shalt
be with me in paraide he was telling the theif 1 will see you on the other side.
1 love that old hymn:

What A Day That Will Be
When My Jesus 1 Shall See
When 1 Look ‘Upon His Face
The One Who Saved Me By His Grace
When He Takes Me By The Hand



And Leads Me T hrough The Promise Land

What A Day What A Glorious Day That Will Be

97 believe the c(ay that tﬁeg’f entered into that celestrail city tﬁey asked him
how in the world did he make it and he said unto them Ey the grace qf 4o

7 am just another crook he took.

9 do not know who you are and what you have done but 1 do know the same
savior who saved the tﬁeff upon the cross is the same savior who can save

you this morning.

When 1 thought about this sermon this week 1 thought about several who
were known Ey the world as wicked men. 1 thought about jgﬁcrey dahmer who

was cﬁarged' with fourtenn counts qf murder.

He was an serial killer who Joreyed' on youny Eoys and molested them a
then killed them but one c(ay he came into contact with an gideon bible a

rqpented' from his sins and ask the lord to be his savior.



Days Eq'bre he was murdered he was Eqptizec(. He realized he had done

terrible tﬁing but the moment he conﬁassed' his sins he was fbrgiven and his
name was written down in the lambs book of life. He was just another crook

the lord took.

q tﬁougﬁt about son qf sam who was cﬁarged' with six counts qf murder. He

would [ater eagp[ain that the name same came from an neighbor named sam

who owned an dog Ey the name qf ﬁarvey.

He claimed the dog was yossessed' with an host cf demons and had ordere
him to kill these innocent ]oeqp[e but one c(ay he came into contact with an

gideon bible and rgpented' from his sins and asked the lord to be his savior.

The son qf sam became the son qf ﬁqpe. Since then he has been active in

rison ministry. He’s allowed to y(ea every two years fbr yarolé but out

respect fbr his victims parents he chooses to say in prison.



He is on record saying in all ﬁonesty 9 believe that 1 deserve to be in prison
or the rest qf my tiiﬁa. 9 have with the ﬁe@o qf the lord accqn'ed' my

unishment.

He realize he had done terrible thing but the moment he confessed' his sin he
was fbrgiven and his name was written down in the lambs book qf l'ffe. He

was fust another crook the lord took.

1 thought about ted Eund:y who was charged with tﬁiry count cf murder. On
the c(ay ngore he was executed he requested' an interview with james dobson

om focus on the family.

%und'y feﬁ' that there was an very real correlation between the use

ornogrqpﬁy in his [ffe from the time he was an young man and what he
had ended up doing and he wanted to warn the world.

£2lfter he executed there was another interview that took y[ace with fames

dobson and he said that ted Eun@ had been tru[:y remorseﬁt[ about what



he had done and in those ﬁ’naf hours he asked christ to forgive him. He
realized he had done terrible thing but the moment he conﬁessed' his sins he
was fbrgiven and his name was written down in the lambs book qf tiiﬁa. He

was fust another crook the lord took.



